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THE BIBLE: BUT HOW DO I KNOW IT’S TRUE?  

                                                                 by Rev. Glenda Meakin 
 

HOW DO I KNOW IT’S TRUE? is a question that is raised daily for all of us. In an age of “fake news”, 

photoshopping, anxiety, and non-experts claiming expertise in just about everything (via social media), we 

can easily begin to doubt much of what we read and hear and see. We can see the results of such doubt all 

around us: cynicism, extreme positions, an inability to act, a denial of facts, etc. Daily we can see evidence of 

the truth of the old adage, “Those who don’t believe in something, will fall for anything”. We human beings 

have to have some kind of narrative at the centre of our life by which to determine the truth which guides our 

daily life. For us Christians the life, death and resurrection of Jesus as found in the Bible is our guiding, 

authoritative narrative.  

 

I say this not because the Bible is full of undeniable facts, but because it offers us a path towards the central 

truth that lies at the heart of the universe: that God is love. The Bible unpacks the nature of that truth over the 

wide arc of human history. Our part is to “read, learn and inwardly digest” our faith story, so that we may 

begin to plumb the faithfulness, love and calling of God in our own context. I say “begin” because one of the 

truths that the Bible tells us is that “truth” is a matter of ongoing revelation. We finite humans cannot know all 

there is to know about the infinite love of God. But we can reflect on the ways the testimony of human beings 

in our faith story invites us to deepen our knowledge and love for God who is ever faithful. It’s an important 

question for us to ask ourselves: who or what has authority in my life? Who or what guides my daily life?  

 

 A very good guide to daily Bible reading is the website called pray-as-you-go.org. You will listen to a short 

passage of scripture read aloud twice, with some reflection questions. It takes about 10 minutes. 
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                                  Lorne and Karen       

 
Saturday, October 26, 2019 

6:30 p.m. in St. James Anglican Church, Stratford 

7:30 – 8:30 p.m.   Scottish Ceilidh in the Upper Hall – everyone can dance! 

8:45 – 12:00 p.m.  Rock ‘n Roll to Cracker Jack Palace in the Upper Hall 

 

No gifts and no speeches! 

 

THIS IS YOUR OFFICIAL INVITATION                              
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CELEBRATIONS by John and Ruth Spencer 

 
A 50th Wedding Anniversary reflection after our return, with our family, from time away in 

Newfoundland. 

 

Sometimes when we return from being away, I almost feel a homelessness. 

We don’t belong “there”, 

We don’t belong “here”. 

But it doesn’t take long for my “dory” to settle and I see how blessed we are with family and 

all things. 

I’ve never had the desire to return.  I enjoy my visits just to water our roots. 

But, oh my, this was a visit of a lifetime. 

The energy put into our 50th anniversary preparation and execution cannot ever be 

replicated.  The sacred family time, the laughter, fun and food. The chance encounters of 

others.  Oh my. 

Now I’m back to enjoy the rest of our time together. 

 

It’s a Monday morning.  No wind. 

No salt water. 

No smell of fish. 

No boats coming and going. 

No distant views of the ocean, wharves,  

   of weather making. 

No skeletons of sea craft and rusting motors 

   moaning of the past. 

Just my back fence. 

Greenish grass, heat withered. 

Deadish flowers. 

Pavement and sidewalks. 

Dogs being walked, their poop being scooped. 

The sounds of the rush to work. 

It is what it is and we are blessed. 

 

Thank you, our family. 

Thank you, our St. James family. 

 

 

 

 

 

John in front of St. 

Peter’s Church, 

Twillingate 

Ruthie having the 
first meal of lobster. 

We can see the 

love of God when 
we look at you; 

love that is known 
to be unbreakable,  

unconditional and 

infinite. Your unity 
is an inspiration. 

Wishing you love 
and happiness for 

the rest of your 
lives.             

Happy 50th 

Anniversary
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Big Guns and Special Orders...The St. Jim’s Way 

by: Kyle Gascho, Verger & Lay Delegate to Synod 
 

Part One: The Big Guns 

Sitting in our Cathedral Church of Saint Pauls in London on May 26th, 2019, your parish lay delegates to Synod 

gathered for opening service of the178th Synod of the Diocese of Huron with delegates from every Parish in 

our Diocese. This day was a very special day. On this day, our Deacon, the Reverend Tom Patterson was 

installed to the Cathedral Chapter of Canons.  

 

Now, you may be thinking to yourself, “What the 

heck is a Canon???”. I’ll reassure you that it is not a 

large tubular firearm, and Rev. Canon Tom will not 

be shot out of one (at least anytime soon).  A  Canon 

in the Anglican Church of Canada is often a title 

given to distinguished clergy and laity by the Bishop 

of the Diocese.  

 

To be a member of the Cathedral Chapter of Canons 

is a great honour. St. James, Stratford is very 

fortunate to have the Reverend Canon Tom Patterson 

as our Deacon. His hard work and dedication to not 

only St. James’, but to the Diocese of Huron is 

noticed throughout our Church.  

 

He has served as a member of many committees in our Parish and the Diocese, as well as serving as chair of 

several committees, to name a few: 

 

● Human Resources Committee (Diocese of Huron) 

● Pension Plan Trustees (Diocese of Huron) 

● Deacon’s Board (Diocese of Huron) 

● Outreach Committee (St. James’, Stratford) 

● SALT Refugee Committee, Past Chair (St. James’, Stratford) 

● Bridge Builders (Diocese of Huron) 

 

Thank you, Tom. Thank you for your ongoing commitment to St. James’, Stratford, the Diocese of Huron, and 

your Church. 
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Part Two: The Special Orders 

“Establishing the Order of Huron is one way of expressing the thanks of the Church for the tremendous 

volume of dedicated hours and skills and labours of the laity. There are many who do so much, always 

reaffirming one another more and more. With every Order of honour, the recipients carry it, not only for 

themselves, but on behalf of all others.” 

 

Synod 2019 saw our very own Resident Architect and Churchwarden Terry 

Marklevitz awarded the Order of Huron by Linda Nicholls, Archbishop of Huron 

and Primate of Canada. Terry, who has done an extensive amount of work with 

the Diocese, specifically our Diocesan Land and Property Committee, is very 

deserving of this great honour. He took on the task of driving from Church to 

Church to Church across the Diocese pro bono to work with them on their 

aging buildings. Like many, his work across the Diocese is both known and 

unknown. The countless hours of work and dedication he has given to the 

Diocese of Huron will never fully be realized by everyone.  

 

Terry is now in good company with our Treasurer, Jeff Boyce. Jeff was awarded 

the Order of Huron in May 2013. I hope that big “Gerda Hug” at the Synod 

Banquet didn’t embarrass you too much. 

 

 

IN THE ARCHIVES by Mary Lou Kingham, Archivist 
 

I would like to thank Dr. Joyce Banks for all her 

work with Archives over the past few years and 

especially for her expertise and assistance as I have 

worked for the past year learning about managing 

the Archives. Ann Southam is now assisting with 

Archives. Thank you Ann for all your help!  We still 

need assistance from time to time moving boxes, 

labelling items and typing.  

 

Our Archives are organized under the following 

headings:  

Record Group 1 - Church Government 

Record Group 2 - Liturgy and Music 

Record Group3 -  Evangelizing and                     

Community Building 

Record Group 4 - Outreach and 

Communicating 

Record Group 5 - Stewardship 

Record group 6 - Theological/Pastoral 

 

In each group, there are subcategories.  We also 

store financial records (time limited), pictures, 

banners, posters, blueprints and display items. 

Inquiries about past history of our parish should be 

addressed to me at kingham@cyg.net and I will 

endeavour to find items.  Anything that needs to be 

accessed from Diocesan Archives will require 

payment.  If you wish to donate items pertaining to 

parish history, please ensure articles include date 

and source. Personal items are just that, and 

probably not needed for parish records. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
From the Annual Report, March 31, 1917, under 

RESOLUTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED AT ANNUAL 

VESTRY MEETING:  #3  That this Vestry approve and 

recommend that a strong resolution be sent to the 

Diocesan Synod requesting that they grant to the 

women members of the Church the well-earned 

right of voting at the annual Vestry meetings of 

their parish. 

  

How times have changed! 
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BELLS AND BUBBLES  by Peter Ryde 

The Unseen Audience. Chimers everywhere are accustomed to playing concerts never knowing who might be 

listening, maybe humming along as they pass by the tower, or perhaps tapping their foot, enjoying a soft 

summer evening sitting on a bench in our beautiful churchyard. But for five years now there has been a special 

concert played on the Bells of St. James: the annual “Bubbles & Bells” Concert! 

Five or six years ago Stephanie Shore & Doug Roth purchased the Dingman home, directly across Mornington 

Street from St. James Anglican Church – and its bell tower, the home of the 

Bells of St. James. As chimer, I always hold my breath when somebody new moves 

into the neighbourhood. Do they know about the bells!!? However, one evening 

shortly after moving in, Stephanie and Doug discovered two senior citizens 

sitting on their front steps, listening to the bells. Introductions were made, 

explanations offered, and Stephanie and Doug became friends and enthusiasts of 

the Bells of St. James. (Sounds of Cheering from the Tower!) 

This past August 22nd marked the fifth year in a row that Stephanie and Doug 

have organized a neighbourhood block party, “Bubbles & Bells” (or “Bells & 

Bubbles”: it depends which side of the street you are on!), with a half hour concert of chimes music as 

entertainment. As chimer it is, of course, a wonderful opportunity (literally handed to me on a platter) to 

showcase our world-class chime, usher visitors through our historic tower, show off our intriguing 1909 tower 

clock, offer a close-up view of the bells in the belfry, and give guests the opportunity to ring a bell or two. It 

really is a marvelous chance as chimer to connect with that great unseen audience in the community around 

our bell tower. 

When I became your chimer again in 1996 I kept hearing that I wasn’t just playing some music, rather this was 

a ministry, an outreach from St. James Anglican Church to the community. The opportunity St. James has to 

reach out musically to the surrounding community through our bells is unique amongst churches in Stratford. 

(And I thought I was just having some fun playing a few tunes…) That theme of ministry and outreach was 

certainly driven home ten years ago during the Save The Bells Campaign to refurbish and enhance the 

musicality of the chime. The outpouring of support from both within and without the parish community was 

exhilarating in 2010. And it continues today, thanks to Stephanie and Doug, and all the wonderful neighbours 

that come out every year to enjoy their wonderful hospitality. And a little bell music! 
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THE CHOIR CONFESSES  submitted by Veronica Douglas 

 

Almighty and most merciful Choirmaster 

We have erred and strayed from thy beat like lost sheep 

We have followed too much the intonations and tempi of our own hearts 

We have offended against thy dynamic markings. 

We have left unsung those notes which we ought to have sung; 

And we have sung those notes which we ought not to have sung; 

And there is no musicianship within us. 

But though, O resplendent Choirmaster 

Have mercy on us, miserable singers. 

Spare thou them, O Sir, which confess their flats. 

Restore thou them that are prominent; 

According to thy instructions imparted to us at Choir practice. 

And grant, O merciful Choirmaster, for the congregation’s sake, 

That we may hereafter make a goodly, rhythmic and satisfying sound, 

To the glory of God’s holy name. 

                                                                                                            AMEN 

(found on a wall in the choir room of Truro Cathedral) 

 

 

 

 

Christmas is coming and it is time to start getting ready for our 

annual Mistletoe Market to be held November 16.  Crafters are 

busy working hard, the tourtiere baking bees are happening 

soon, the posters are printed and the advertising is underway. 

 

If you are interested in helping us this year with decorating and 

preparing the Upper and Lower Halls the week of November 10, 

leading up to our big event on Saturday November 16, we would 

be very grateful for your assistance  We cannot do it without you. 

Please do not hesitate to give us a call and we will add your name 

to our list of workers.  Maggie Luxford  519-273-5539 or Carol 

Boone 519-273-2272 

 

"Glory to God, whose power working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine." 
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to Vi Wilson on receiving the 

Award of Distinction (June 

Callwood Circle of Outstanding 

Volunteers) from Hospice 

Palliative Care Ontario.  

As such, Vi was also invited to 

be among the dignitaries 

cutting the ribbon at the grand 

opening of our own Rotary 

Hospice Stratford Perth on 

June 22, 2019.  

 

 

to Sean Patrick Arnold who was one of the 

candidates confirmed at the Deanery 

Confirmation Service held here at St. James 

on Sunday, June 23rd. Bishop Terry Dance 

officiated. Sean’s grandmother, Jane 

Whittemore was his very proud sponsor. 

 

“Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

to the following ladies of our Parish who have celebrated 90th and 100th birthdays in the past few 

months: 
 

 

  

 

     Doreen Geary 

             90 
 Margaret Crawford 
            90 

    Ferne Robinson 

            100 

with Greta Helena 

Robinson, youngest 

of her 5 great -
grandchildren 
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IONA PILGRIMAGE 2019 
     EMBRACING SPIRITUALITY  by Jane Foster 

I was a pilgrim on the venture to Iona, Scotland with a group of 16 from May 17 to 

the 23rd, 2019. Upon landing in Glasgow, we traversed 3 hours by rail, crossed the 

Isle of Mull by ferry (1 ½ hours), boarded a bus (2 decks) to cross the Isle for 

another hour, then boarded a ferry to cross the sound (5 minutes) to Iona. 

The magic began. We were greeted in the foyer of the Argyle Hotel by the owners, 

assigned rooms, settled in. No televisions in the rooms, bookcases filled with 

books scattered throughout the building, a sunny dining room with enclosed front 

porch to the side and a feeling of a home everywhere. 

Our days at Iona usually started with everyone meeting at breakfast welcomed by 

our hosts and then the rest of the day left to our imagination and sense of 

adventure. Often morning would begin with short worship service at the Abbey or 

Bishops House then time to wander wherever you felt on the island. Sights of 

beautiful wild flowers, different cloud formations, herds of sheep grazing, sounds 

of birds in flight or roosting, workers tending to vegetable gardens, and visiting 

the various artisan shops filled the days. 

For me, exploring the ancient historical buildings and gaining knowledge of life on 

Iona centuries ago was most gratifying while I rambled about. 

The times I walked alone to the North section along the beach and sitting on the 

rocks marvelling at the wonderful geological formations with veins of green and 

white marble running through it, feeling the wind on my face and hearing the call 

of the birds caused me to listen to my own self. I felt I was listening to the Creator. 

I was not alone really. A great sense of Peace filled my being. 

Another day, Nancy McCallum and I hiked up a tall hill called Dunn I (400 feet). We 

traversed gullies and even pulled ourselves up grabbing onto vegetation to ascend 

the top to pose beside a stone cairn. From there we looked in all directions 

marvelling at the blend of clouds and land in the distance, appreciating the fact 

that despite the hard work in achieving this goal, the reward outweighed the 

process. We revelled in our time being together. Thank you Nancy! 

A neighbourly cat by the name of Tiger often sat by the door of the Argyle 

greeting people as they entered or left the building. Tiger sometimes entered the 

interior to wander, only to be found by the employees, scooped up and placed 

outside. He amused me on one occasion when I saw him follow some of the hotel 

pilgrims (Faye Whitehorne included) up the road to Bishops House, wait outside 

and follow the folks back to the hotel after a service. 

Iona has left a memorable imprint on my inner self and a reminder that we are 

stewards of this earth. 
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ST. COLUMBA 

Saint Columba was an Irish abbot and missionary Evangelist credited with 

spreading Christianity in what is today Scotland at the start of the Hiberno-

Scottish mission. He founded the important abbey on Iona, which became a 

dominant religious and political institution in the region for centuries. He is the 

Patron Saint of Derry. He was highly regarded by both the Gaels of Dál Riata and 

the Picts, and is remembered today as a Catholic saint and one of the Twelve 

Apostles of Ireland. Around 563 he and his twelve companions crossed to 

Dunaverty near Southend, Argyll, in Kintyre before settling in Iona in Scotland,  

where they founded a new abbey as a base for spreading Celtic Christianity 

among the northern Pictish kingdoms who were pagan.  

Words from the Wardens…   Bobbie-Jo, Pam, Terry and Wade 

First, we thank everyone who attended and were involved in the Discernment work for our Church these past 

many months. After a Special Vestry in June, it was decided to proceed with the motion:- 

MOTION: 

BE IT RESOLVED: that the repairs to the exterior of the bell tower, the nave roof, and the 

nave floor (south wall) be completed in as economically and timely manner as possible; 

That, working in co-operation with our heritage partners, every effort be made to use 

alternative materials and construction techniques in undertaking these repairs; 

That, a fundraising campaign be initiated immediately to meet the financial 

requirements of completing the restoration work; 

That, a committee be struck to identify a variety of development options, plus costing, 

for the building and property, and that the committee be prepared to report the results 

of their findings on or before the annual Vestry meeting in 2021. 

Moved by Terry Marklevitz, Seconded by James Noble 

Thank you to the many people who have stepped up and offered their help with any of the three committees. 

We continue to seek members and more importantly those who can take the leadership of each of these 

committees. Continue to pray for this very important work as St. James looks to remain an active part of the 

Stratford community. 

We are thankful too for a second special vestry that took place August 25 th. Those attending unanimously 

voted to affirm our support of Stephanie Donaldson as she discerns a call to Diaconal ministry. This is a first 

step for Stephanie as she and the Diocese engage in her desire to become a Deacon. We pray for the Church 

and Stephanie as the process continues in the coming months. 

Ministry Opportunity Fair:  The wardens hope that the Ministry Opportunity Fair on September 15th  will bring 

interest to our many Church ministries, please plan to check things out. 
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Outreach:  The outreach committee, under the very capable leadership of the Rev. Canon Tom Patterson, have 

kept very busy with many opportunities. The Wardens and Parish Council are kept aware of the wonderful work 

that the group does.  

Financials:  The Wardens thank everyone for their continued support. We ask that each person consider how 

they can help to keep our church building and ministries going. Despite a dip in attendance at any time, all 

bills need to be paid. 

As of end of July our financials were:                                  CURRENT         BUDGET 

     INCOME 157,941 161,517 

EXPENSES 197,366 193,975 

DEFICIT (39,425) (32,459) 

We are about $7,000.00 behind at this point. Continue to pray as we strive to meet budget and reach our 

goals. 

Please feel free to speak with any of the Wardens.  We are always open to suggestions and/or ideas that we 

can work together to achieve. 

 

WELCOMING A SECOND REFUGEE FAMILY  
 

Because participating in SALT 1 (Stratford Anglican & Lutheran Team for Refugees) was such a life-changing 

and joy-filled experience for all involved in supporting a refugee family, a SALT 2 group has been created to 

support a new refugee family. 

 

SALT 2 has been matched with a South Sudanese family of six that has four children ages 3-16, three girls and 

one boy. We’re hoping they arrive before the first snow flies. 

 

We are searching for suitable housing for our refugee family and believe that a modest, 3-bedroom house, 

apartment, semi-detached home or townhome would be best. If you hear of anything in Stratford, please 

contact Ken Mowbray. You can phone or text him at: 519-272-1392, or email him at mowbray@sympatico.ca.  

 

Ideally, we also want 2 sets of stackable bunk beds (the kind that can be separated and each part becomes a 

complete single/twin bed) and 1 queen bed frame. MCC Ontario (Mennonite Central Committee) requires us to 

buy new mattresses. As well, we will need 1 or 2 car seats, or maybe 1 car seat and 1 car booster seat, 

depending on the height and weight of the two youngest children, which is unknown right now. If these are 

used, they must have stickers on them verifying they haven’t expired and also be guaranteed to never have 

been in a car accident. Our family also needs a kitchen table with at least 6 chairs. If you have or know of any 

other gently used household furniture you think our family might love to have, or any of the above specifically 

listed items, please contact Chris Fisher at cfisher1921@hotmail.com. You can also phone or text him at: 519-

301-6772. 

                                                         Thank you so much! 

                 Stratford Anglican-Lutheran Team for Refugees.  

mailto:mowbray@simpatico.ca
mailto:cfisher1921@hotmail.com
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The following article was written by the National Anglican Indigenous Archbishop Mark MacDonald and printed 

in the August 9, 2019 edition of the Anglican Journal: 

There is a growing consensus that we have 10 to 12 years left to act on climate change. After that, it seems 

almost certain that the planet will face catastrophic changes that will threaten global stability and life itself. 

These predictions are made against a growing backdrop of political inertia and, as well, more and more 

evidence that the consequences of our environmental violations and injustice are already upon us. 

With that, I may have lost the doubters and the distracted and those who would say that this is not an 

appropriate topic for Christian comment. But even if you ignore the scientific warnings, the moral issues 

surrounding humanity’s relationship with the environment are just as pressing. The forces that are destroying 

your planet are destroying your soul. 

The dominance of economic categories and thinking has become the primary reference for human behaviour 

and belief. It has become more important than either faith or morality in determining our way of life. The 

living God has become an adjunct to the comprehensive claims of the marketplace. Barely hidden in these 

claims are destructive forces that threaten our ecosystem and our life. 

The economic-cultural patterns that dominate our lives and our planet are fuelled by a fever to find security in 

the possession of things that can never satisfy. There is a spiritual deception at the heart of this systemic 

evil. What the marketplace asks of us is in direct and dangerous competition with the claims that God makes 

upon our attention and loyalty. 

The consequences of our spiritual sickness are carefully described in gospel teaching and Indigenous 

wisdom. The remedy is also clear: we must turn around and we must sustain hope. We must act in a way that 

is as dedicated and comprehensive as our entrancement to the culture of money. 

Rarely does the choice between life and death become so clearly present. Rarely does the promise of God to be 

with us in our struggles for humanity and life seem so urgent. Let us choose life. 

 

 

 

Christians around the world are invited to give particular 

attention to praying and caring for God’s creation as part 

of the global Season of Creation, observed from 

September 1 to October 4 every year. General Synod 2019 

passed a resolution adopting the Season of Creation in 

the Anglican Church of Canada as a time of prayer, 

education, and action and encouraging dioceses and 

parishes to participate. 

 

https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://gs2019.anglican.ca/cc/resolutions/resolution-number-a202-the-season-of-creation/
https://gs2019.anglican.ca/cc/resolutions/resolution-number-a202-the-season-of-creation/
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KETTLE AND STONY POINT POW WOW  by James Colbeck 
 

 The day could not have been finer for a group of 

stalwarts from St. James who attended the 49th Kettle and Stony 

Point Pow Wow on Saturday, July 13, 2019. Among those were 

Marion and Phil Fox, Mary Lou Kingham, Jane Whittemore, and 

Lori and James Colbeck. Canon The Rev. Tom Patterson was 

also in attendance with his grandson, Lachlan, as was Stephanie 

Donaldson. Joining the group at the close of the afternoon 

ceremonies and competitions was good friend and artist Jeffrey 

‘Red’ George who had provided a variety of workshops as part 

of the Truth and Reconciliation program offered Tuesday 

evenings at St. James’ through the winter months. 

 

 A bonus for all was Red playing his handcrafted pipe 

before they headed home. Originally scheduled to perform for 

the full pow wow gathering at 5:00 p.m., he was rescheduled to 

play at 7:00 p.m. after the supper break, well after when the St. 

James group had gone. Not to let his friends down, he took the 

time to drop by where they were gathering up their chairs and 

played a couple of his tunes to send them on their way. Just in 

time, as it turned out, as no sooner were they in their cars, than 

the heavens opened up with a blinding downpour. 

 

 Significant at this annual celebration is the Grand Parade 

when all who will be participating in the pow wow events of one 

kind and another march clockwise around the field together, to 

the accompaniment of the host drum and led by the banners of 

the clans and by an array of flags representing Canada, the 

United States of America, Veterans, Prisoners of War, and 

LGBTQ. Solemn and spiritual, this parade immediately sets the 

tone for the two-day celebration. Particularly heart-lifting are 

the number of children one sees who will take part later in the 

competitions and the number of family groups who will march 

in memorial and open observances during the day. Colour and 

camaraderie are evident everywhere. 

 

 The pow wow is not just about competition. It is a time 

for Indigenous and First Nation arts and crafts to be exhibited 

and sold. It is a time to enjoy good food (especially the fish and 

chips). And it is a time to renew acquaintances with friends 

made at other pow wows. All are welcome. All are well 

rewarded for taking the time to be present. 

 

 

 

                     Red George 

 Mary Lou, Lori, Jane, Marion and Phil                                                     

                                  

      Red George 

  

 

      Grass Dance Competitors 

       Jingle Dancers 
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ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF HURON SYNOD 2019   

The following is a transcript of the presentation made by Lori Colbeck to Synod, 2019. 

Lori was speaking as a member of the Bridge Builders. 

 

Bishop Linda, Bishop Marinez and members of Synod,  

My name is Lori Colbeck. I attend St. James’ in Stratford and am a member of the Stratford Chapter of Bridge 

Builders. I would like to share with you some of the things we have been doing at St. James’ towards Truth and 

Reconciliation. 

 

At the ACW Annual meeting in London, April of 2015 the Primate of the Canadian Anglican Church, 

Archbishop Fred Hiltz, spoke passionately about the Murdered and or Missing Women and Girls of this 

country. He asked that we toll the bells in our churches for 22 days from the close of the Truth & 

Reconciliation hearings, to finish on National Aboriginal Day, June 21. 

 

My friend, Heather, and I returned to St. James’ with a strong wish to honour these women and girls. Our 

Rector, Lorne Mitchell, and Deacon, Canon Tom Patterson, supported us in that. 

 

After some searching, I found the 

names of more than 1,000 murdered 

and missing women and girls. Their 

ages ranged from 0 to 83. We posted 

lists with these names on the walls of 

the nave in our church. Each day at 

one o’clock, one member of the parish 

or community read a list of names 

and another tolled the bell after each name was read. On the 22nd day, June 21, Primate Fred was with us for 

our services and he tolled the bell for the final list of names, read that day by our Deacon, Rev’d Tom 

Patterson. 

 

We read those same names again last November at the “Acknowledging a National Sin” service for Missing and 

or Murdered Women and Girls held at St. James’.  

 

We knew the names but we didn’t know the women, and we didn’t know their stories. We didn’t know their 

stories.  

 

That September, 2015, in the Huron Church News, there was an article by Canon Gaye Whippey and John 

Montgomery about the Bridge Builders.  Gaye wrote, “Can you see what Creator is doing? It’s new and it’s 

touching the hearts of ordinary people who are listening and want to share in the story of hope and 

resurrection. I emailed Gaye the next day and said we very much hoped the Bridge Builders might come to St. 

James’ and share with us. Thank you, Gaye, for your patience with our excitement.  

 

You see, for some years prior to that article appearing, the people of St. James’ had been trying to move 

towards building relationships with Indigenous people. For example, we had connected with a companion 
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parish in a Northern First Nation.  When Bridge Builders came along, it really energized our mission and 

showed us “ordinary people” new ways to move forward.  

 

In April of 2016 the members of the Bridge Builders, Indigenous and non-Indigenous, came to St. James’ and 

we took part in our first Circle. We had 45 ordinary people make our circle wider than expected that day. Gaye 

placed the Gospel in the centre of the Sacred Circle. This is a tradition in Indigenous Circles, and reminds us 

that as followers of Jesus we must have respect for all life created by God. 

 

Tom Peace of the Bridge Builders spoke to us of the history of the Doctrine of Discovery and how it affects 

lives today. Gaye invited us to pass her “Talking Stick” and each person was invited to speak if they w ished, in 

our “safe space”.  With tears and some laughter we shared with love and were honest with our words and 

realized how very little we knew of the history of the first peoples of Turtle Island and the damage caused by 

the Doctrine.  

 

And in June of that year with Indigenous and non-Indigenous readers, and with help from the Bridge Builders, 

we arranged for a reading of an abridged version of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples. Close to 100 people attended the reading which was held in Upper Queen’s Park on a 

beautiful windy evening on the eve of National Indigenous Day.  

 

The Bridge Builders held a Blanket exercise for the three Anglican Churches in Stratford, and 85 ordinary 

people, members of those three parishes and others, took an active part in learning the stories of the 

devastation that was the result of the Doctrine. We met in circles after and spoke and heard more truth. 

 

A group of twelve parishioners from St. James’ traveled north to our Sister Parish of St. Stephen’s, Constance 

Lake First Nation and shared food and laughter and music and worship with their community, including a 

traditional ceremony of blessing at a Bush Camp. We learned the teachings of the “Seven Grandfathers”, a set 

of teachings on human conduct towards others: Humility, Bravery, Honesty, Wisdom, Truth, Respect and Love.  

 

We joined with Canon Gaye and the parishioners of Zion, Oneida of the Thames for Earth Day worship and the 

Blessing of the Earth and Water.  Loving conversations and potlucks have been part of the relationship we have 

been blessed with.  

 

We asked Reverend Rosalyn Elm, after hearing her speak at Synod, if she would be interested in leading us in a 

Truth and Reconciliation Circle on Tuesday evenings. Parishioners from St. James’, St. Paul’s, St. Stephen’s in 

Stratford and St. James’ St. Mary’s and other friends came and together we read parts of the book “Yours, 

Mine, Ours . . . Unraveling the Doctrine of Discovery”  and under Ros and Reverend Hanna Scorer’s guidance, 

we shared and began to understand more about the truth of the history of this land. There were tears and 

there was laughter, and we learned more about ourselves. It was always a safe space where we could speak 

and learn with honesty.  

 

We watched Documentaries, ‘The Bruce’, ‘First Contact’, ‘Indigenous Voices’, always following up with a 

sharing time.  

 

On June 21s t ,, National Indigenous Day, we will invite people from the church and community to join us to 

watch “The Doctrine of Discovery. Stolen Lands, Strong Hearts.”  We will meet in our circle afterwards with a 

better understanding than when the Bridge Builders first came to us. This is an amazing documentary 
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produced by the Anglican Church of Canada and it has gone viral. It would be a perfect way to begin a journey 

of discovery for “ordinary people”.  

 

We had speakers share with us - Rosalyn and Olive Elm and Summer Bressette. The very fine Indigenous artist, 

Jeffrey “Red” George from Kettle and Stony Point ( this is an artist whose work you should watch) came and 

shared his story with us and played his flute and we cried and we laughed and he came back and we painted 

and he came  back and we wrote poetry under his gentle guidance. When “Red” comes to worship with us he 

will often play his flute before the service, and you might also see him sitting quietly in deep conversation with 

a parishioner. We love and respect him, and we are more because of the relationship we have with him.  

For over two years, almost every Tuesday evening or sometimes Friday, we have been gathering for our 

“circle”, whatever form it takes. It has been a time rich in learning, sharing and has been supportive and 

inspiring for those who gather together. These are some of the things that “ordinary people” have been doing 

and you can too.  

 

I am a person who needs to find something positive in this journey of Truth and Reconciliation. Reconciliation 

work makes us look at the pain; and there is pain. When I witness it, I feel I want to try to do something about 

it. I want to see a glimmer of hope.  

 

On Thursday, May 9th. the House of Commons voted on and resoundingly passed Bill C-262. It was passed on 

to the Senate Standing Committee on Aboriginal Peoples.  Members of our circle and many people from across 

this country wrote, telephoned, and sent postcards to members of the Senate asking them to support the Bill.  

As “Settler people”, as “Treaty people”, we need to be advocates.  If we do that, hopefully we will finally see 

movement towards the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in this land, on Turtle Island.  

 

POST SCRIPT: 

Bill C-262 was introduced first in 2011 by Romeo Saganash, an NDP member for Abitibi – Baie James – 

Nunavik – Eeyou Quebec to two separate parliaments and under two Prime Ministers. 

            

I would like to include parts of a letter Romeo Saganash sent to supporters after the Bill was held up in 

the Senate and therefore died on the order paper. You can find his full statement on line “Final 

Statement on C262 Not Becoming Law.” 

 

“I am devastated and regret that my bill, that so many people have worked so hard to promote and 

educate on, will not become law. Nonetheless, I have been inspired and reassured by the broad 

representation from civil society in support for this bill: churches, labour unions, human rights 

organizations, environmental organizations, Indigenous leadership and grassroots that have made it 

possible to get to the recognition and respect that we see today... 

 

“I do know that we have made tremendous advances in human rights by getting this far in the 

legislative process. It is rare for non-governmental bills to pass through the House of Commons and to 

get as far in the Senate as it did. This is an indication of how important Bill C-262 is, of how much has 

changed and of the general willingness of everyone to move towards a new future together. We cannot 

go back to how things were before. New understandings of human rights and what they mean and who 

they include means that society can only get better because of the work that we have done.”    Romeo 

Saganash, June 24th, 2019 
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ROTARY’S CLEAN WATER PROJECT CROSSES CONTINENTS 

Stratford Club changing lives, one litre at a time   

Jesus said, “I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink  … Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 

the least of my family, you did to me.”   

A couple of month ago, St. James’ Outreach Committee member Jim  Scott told the Committee about the latest 

statistics on the number of litres of safe water Rotary’s Aquabox program has delivered to people in disaster 

zones. We knew the program was good – we’ve contributed to it through Outreach donations and Simple Gifts 

for several years – but the numbers Jim quoted are truly mind-blowing! I asked Jim to write about it in The 

Parishioner. Here is his story.  (Submitted by Deacon Tom Patterson) 

Roughly 10 years ago on a South Pacific cruise, Jim Scott, St. James’ parishioner and member of the Rotary 

Club of Stratford, met a fellow Rotarian from England who told him about a project called Aquabox. Jim 

recalls, “We were talking about how our respective clubs raised money and what they did with it. This fellow 

said to me, ‘There’s a club not far from us in Wirksworth, and they do this Aquabox thing’. He described what 

it was and I thought it was a pretty cool idea! It seemed like a 

straightforward thing to do – and badly needed”. Badly needed indeed! The 

World Health Organization estimates that over half a million people die 

every year due to drinking contaminated drinking water. In a 

nutshell, Aquabox provides safe, clean water through the use of small, 

refillable filtration units distributed to crisis zones around the world.  

Jim brought the idea home and pitched it to the Stratford Rotary Club which 

jumped on the bandwagon. Since their first shipment of Aquaboxes to Haiti 

after the 2010 earthquake, the Club, through its Charitable Foundation, has distributed more than 10,000 

Aquaboxes to 18 countries – enough to purify over 54,000,000 litres of polluted water, making it safe to 

drink. Each Aquabox provides potable water for a family of five for up to a year. The filter system traps 99.9% 

of harmful bacteria, delivering more than 6,000 litres of clean water. A basic hygiene kit, consisting of soap,  

toothbrush and toothpaste. is also  packed in each unit. Parts for the original Aquaboxes were made abroad, 

and finding the least expensive, most effective parts has been a challenge. Now Rotarians get filters from a 

company in Richmond Hill, boxes from Goderich, and cardboard boxes shipped in from St . Marys. This has 

made it possible to reduce the cost of a single Aquabox from more than $100.00 to around $50.00.  

Rotarians, along with family, friends and other volunteers, assemble roughly 500 Aquaboxes in one day in part 

of the Stratford Festival Scene Shop which space the Festival lends to the Club. To purchase materials, the 

Rotary Club raises money at various events and receives donations from Rotarians and the public. Our St. 

James’ parish family often has helped us in the past. Rotarians are very grateful for all this support. THANK 

YOU! And as for the recipients of Aquaboxes, they are so thankful to have water safe for them and their 

children to drink.  

Aquabox truly is “a gift of water – a gift of life!  

Anyone wishing to donate to Aquabox can contact Rotarian Jim Scott, at jim.scott2@sympatico.ca, or any other 

Rotarian. The Club`s mailing address is: Rotary Club of Stratford, PO Box 21135, Stratford, ON N5A 7V4. 

Submitted by Jim Scott 
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GENERAL SYNOD 2019  by Rev’d Canon Tanya Phibbs 

 

In July, I was privileged to be one of 10 delegates from the Diocese of Huron to represent the Diocese at the 

triennial meeting of the General Synod. General Synod is composed of episcopal, clerical and lay 

representatives from each of the 30 dioceses in Canada, the Military Ordinariate, and the religious 

communities. This year’s meeting was held in Vancouver in the Diocese of New Westminster.  The meeting was 

a week of long days beginning with Morning Prayer at 8:30 and going past 9:00 p.m. many evenings.  The 

days were marked by moments of joy, of deep pain, of tedious details and of glorious worship. 

 

Motions bringing the first steps towards a self-determining Indigenous Church were passed, including both 

the appointment of the National Indigenous Bishop as an Archbishop equal to the metropolitans of the 

ecclesiastical province and also official membership in General Synod by representatives of the Anglican 

Council of Indigenous Peoples.  The newly minted Archbishop, Mark MacDonald, was presented with a 

beautiful wooden cross painted in the colours of the four directions as the symbol of his office.  We also heard 

a deep and profound apology from Primate Fred Hiltz for spiritual harm done by our Church to indigenous 

peoples. This spiritual harm occurred not only in residential schools but also as a result of the banning of 

indigenous spiritual practices in many communities across the country, including smudging, drumming and 

potlatches.  On the last day of Synod, Indigenous elders responded to Archbishop Fred’s apology, welcoming it  

as a sign of hope for the future and promising to share the apologies with their communities while also 

reminding all of us that the healing journey is individual to each person.  Some indigenous persons would be 

able to immediately accept the apology and forgive while others will need much more time. The Rev’d Grace 

Delaney shared her deep sorrow that so many had died without having heard the apology and being able to 

experience the healing it could bring.  

  

General Synod approved liturgical revisions and additions including approving the use of the trial collects and 

new morning and evening prayer services. One of the gifts of the internet age is that all those materials should 

soon be available on the anglican.ca website.  We had first reading of a new collect for reconciliation with the 

Jewish people. This collect will replace in the Book of Common Prayer, the prayer for the conversion of the 

Jews which has been a source of pain to our Jewish brothers and sisters. As this is a canonical change, it will 

need to return to General Synod 2022 for a final vote. Continuing the theme of closer relationships with the 

other Abrahamic religions, General Synod affirmed “A Common Word” as a way of building closer relationships 

between Christians and Muslims.  We officially adopted “The Anglican Communion Charter for the Safety of 

People” and the “Protocol for the Disclosure of Ministry Suitability Information between the Churches of the 

Anglican Communion” to encourage both General Synod and the dioceses to revise and create policies and 

training materials related to “safeguarding and right conduct.”  We affirmed our commitment to addressing 

issues around climate change including a motion to reduce the use of single-use plastics. And we set in 

motion a strategic review of the work of General Synod to meet our changing context and needs. 

 

On the Friday afternoon of General Synod, a motion regarding the document “A Word to the Church” came to 

Synod. This document held within it five affirmations regarding same-sex marriage: the right of the 

indigenous church to deal with this in their own way and time; that there are diverse understandings of the 

marriage canon; that there are diverse understandings and teachings regarding marriage; that we commit to 

presume good faith by one another and that we commit to stand together. The motion to receive this 

document passed with 85%. To many, this gave hope that the second reading of the changes to the Marriage 

Canon would pass. However, the amendment itself failed at its second reading. It reached the 2/3 majority  

required in the clergy and laity but not in the House of Bishops. If the vote had not been required to be divided 
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by orders, the overall majority was 75%. This brought deep pain to many within General Synod as well as the 

wider church and community. It also led to questions about our system of governance. The House of Bishops 

met for several hours over the next 2 1/2 days to find common ground for a statement to respond pastorally 

to the situation. Ultimately, while it was impossible for all bishops to agree, a statement was issued that 

included the sentence, “We are walking together in a way which leaves room for individual dioceses and 

jurisdictions of our church to proceed with same-sex marriage according to their contexts and convictions, 

sometimes described as “local option”. Since the ending of General Synod, many bishops have issued 

statements, some sharing that their dioceses will move ahead with equal marriage, others continuing to 

maintain the traditional view of marriage and others undertaking to consult with their dioceses.  

 

General Synod also elected the first female Primate of All Canada, the Most Reverend Linda Nicholls.  

Archbishop Linda was ordained a deacon in 1985 and a priest in 1986 serving parishes in the Diocese of 

Toronto and working as the Director of Faith, Worship and Ministry at General Synod before becoming a 

suffragan bishop in Toronto in 2007.  In 2016, she became the Bishop of Huron. Archbishop Linda is the first 

bishop of Huron to be elected Primate and only the second female Primate in the Anglican Communion. She 

will bring to this rather daunting role a deep faith, a keen intelligence and a deep love and compassion for all 

people. She will need our prayers to help reconcile a divided church with itself that we may all focus on what is 

of most import, the sharing of the good news of the Gospel with all.  The Diocese of Huron has started the 

processing of electing her successor as the Bishop of Huron. 

 

It is impossible to capture in a couple of pages all that took place during July’s General Synod. There is an 

amazing amount of work done for and by God’s people across our country, only a snippet of which could be 

shared even in a week-long meeting. The Anglican Church of Canada is a remarkable institution full of 

passionate and committed people who care deeply about God, about their church and about one another.  And 

one to which I’m glad to belong! 
 

 
 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 
 

Open to all ways of wisdom and drawing directly from the early Christian teaching John 

Main summarized the practice in this simple way: 

 

Sit down. Sit still with your back straight. Close your eyes lightly. Then interiorly, 

silently begin to recite a single word – a prayer word or mantra. We recommend the 

ancient Christian prayer-word "Maranatha". Say it as four equal syllables. Breathe 

normally and give your full attention to the word as you say it, silently, gently, 

faithfully and - above all - simply. The essence of meditation is simplicity. Stay with 

the same word during the whole meditation and in each meditation day to day. 

Don't visualize but listen to the word, as you say it. Let go of all thoughts (even 

good thoughts), images and other words. Don’t fight your distractions: let them go 

by saying your word faithfully, gently and attentively and returning to it as soon as 

you realize you have stopped saying or it or when your attention wanders. Meditate 

twice a day, morning and evening, for between 20 and 30 minutes. It may take a 

time to develop this discipline and the support of a tradition and community is 

always helpful.   
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ABOUT DISCERNMENT, RECOGNITION, IRELAND AND A  

FUNERAL  by Terry Marklevitz, Deputy Warden 
 

What could all these things have in common? Very little perhaps, but they have all happened to me in the last 

few months and have put me in a frame of mind to share some thoughts.  

 

For me the link between all these things is the communion of the Anglican Church. Communion often refers to 

the Eucharist, but it also has the broader meaning: an act or instance of sharing. It is sharing that I think of 

when I reflect on some of these recent events 

 

At the beginning of the year I once again become a Warden of the parish. I accepted this knowing that a focus 

of the next few years would be the condition of our building. Now asking an architect to get involved with a 

building is like always making the bookkeeper or accountant the voluntary treasurer. However, I agreed 

anyway. What has transpired in the months that followed was rather miraculous. A committee was created that 

worked very hard, not to convince the parish, but to ask the parish about the future of our church buildings. 

All of us entered the process rather unsure of what would come out at the other end. However, we were 

resolved to allow it to be in the hands of the parish and in the back of our minds, hopefully in God’s hands as 

well.  Some may argue its weaknesses and maybe even the Vestry decision but what really happened was 

energy and enthusiasm from people who wanted to have their say, their desire to share. In that small way I 

mark this effort as a success. 

 

About the same time as all this was happening, I received a letter from Bishop, now Primate, Linda telling me I 

was to receive the Order of Huron. This is a recognition given to members of the laity for their contributions to 

the diocese. Even now with the pin on my lapel, I am having a hard time believing it. However, the one thing I 

am sure about is that this award would not have been possible without the support of the Parish of St . James. 

What I really mean when I say ‘support’ is maybe closer to ‘example set’ or ‘leadership shown’ by the high 

standards of others that surround me. I am not the only recipient of the award from the parish. I am aware 

that both Jeff Boyce and Dave Parson both have received it. My involvement with the D iocese has made me 

aware of the leadership roles and the standards set by people like Lori, Kyle, Tom, Stephanie, Louise, Jane and 

many, many more. So often things being considered by other parishes are things we are already doing here. 

The reality is that what I am doing within the Diocese is just a reflection of who we all are here in Stratford.  

Ireland … hmmm, how does that fit in? Recently I made my biannual trip abroad with the prime purpose of 

singing Evensong, a service that led me to be Anglican in the first place. Susan, I and about 45 others spent a 

week at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin. What strikes me every time I go on one of these trips is that despite 

the change of country and church, the service makes me feel right at home. Words are tucked neatly in the 

same spaces and the clergy preach the same message of acceptance and peace. The fact the Church of Ireland, 

England, Canada and others cherish their common liturgy reinforces that we belong to a much wider 

communion than just our single Parish, literal global sharing. 

 

Finally, the funeral. We arrived back home to the news that Connie MacDougall’s funeral was the next day. It 

was held at the funeral home where a reasonable number of chairs were set out in expectation of the 

gathering. Now there are many adjectives for Connie but ‘reasonable’ is not one that comes first to mind. 

Connie was vivacious, gracious and always pushing forward. Needless to say, many more chairs were needed. 

It was a grand service with wonderful words from Kelly Walker, our Rector and Deacon. Given that both Connie 

and Jim had been choir members, the hymns were sung with gusto, many singing in harmony. However, what 
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brings me full circle and makes me want to include this in my ‘thought train’, 

was what happened at the point the clergy were to recite or chant the Nunc 

Dimittis. It was an automatic response of those gathered, well at least the 

Anglicans, to join and sing it with them. A communion, a sharing.  

 

You see, together we can do more than we can ever imagine. No one can lead if 

there is no one that will support the cause. No one succeeds on their own. We 

are a communion and much better for it. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

L’ARCHE COMMUNITY REMEMBERS … 
 

Whenever we say the Apostles’ Creed, we confess our belief in “the communion of 

saints.” This can mean “the holy people of God,” the community of all who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus, and it can also refer to those men and women who 

through the ages have led exemplary Christian lives – people through whom the 

light of the gospel has shone in a way that has significantly impacted the Church 

and the world. One such person was Jean Vanier, who passed away May 7th at the 

age of 90. Founder of L’Arche (The Ark), communities for the developmentally 

disabled, the philosopher and humanitarian was described as a “living saint” by 

many. Vanier was the son of former Governor -General Georges Vanier, born into a life of privilege. After a 

time in the Royal Navy and then the Canadian Navy he left “to follow Jesus” seeking a way of serving others 

from a stance of humility rather than dominance. He studied philosophy in France and taught at St. Michael’s 

College at U of T. In the early 1960s he became aware of the plight of people with developmental disabilities 

who had been languishing in institutions. He invited two men, Raphael and Philippe, to leave the psychiatric 

hospital where they resided and live with him in a small cottage with no running water or electricity at Trosy-

Breuil, in France. The seeds of L’Arche had been planted.  

 

When speaking to the British House of Lords, Vanier outlined some of the key learnings of L’Arche which can 

transform our society. He said we need to truly listen to one another, to hear people’s stories, to take time and 

be present to them, to accept them for who they are. Also that people need places of belonging and 

community. These are places where we work at becoming more human, more compassionate, more loving. 

Each L’Arche community is like a holy family, where each person is valued for whom that person is. And, isn’t 

this precisely what the church is meant to be – a community of love – a holy family - places where people with 

all their unique gifts, talents, their idiosyncrasies, flaws, and needs come together, where all are equal as 

beloved sons and daughters of God. This coming together enables a great witness to the power of love – to 

peace, reconciliation, compassion and care for others which spills out into the world.  

 

The above is an exerpt from an article written by Rev. Julie Meakin and printed in “HeartBeat” - the Newsletter 

of her Parish, the Church of the Holy Family, Brampton. 

 

            James and Connie 
                MacDougall 
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GRACE AND BLESSINGS TO ALL AT ST JAMES, FROM ONE WHO 

REMAINS A “FRIEND OF ST JAMES!”  Jane Kirkpatrick, Dean’s Verger                                                                                                                      

St George’s Cathedral, Kingston 

 

It’s hard to believe that a year has passed since I 

decamped from the shores of Lake Victoria to take 

up residence on the shore of the St. Lawrence River 

(yes, my part of Kingston is actually on the river, 

rather than Lake Ontario). It has been a momentous 

year indeed. 

I wasted no time in joining the parish of St 

George’s Cathedral where I was warmly welcomed 

by the Dean, Don Davidson, and many others. I was 

accepted into the choir in early September, and 

there among the choristers were 3 people I had 

known in high school. In addition to the regular 

Sunday morning worship, we sing Evensongs, the 

occasional Morning Prayer, funerals and numerous 

special services. On Sundays we alternate between 

the contemporary and 

traditional rites in the BAS, 

and use 4 mass settings, 

including good old Merbecke. 

My Verger ministry began in 

October when I began 

accompanying Bishop Michael 

Oulton to the steps of the 

Cathedral where we recite the 

Coventry Litany of 

Reconciliation every Friday at 

noon. Next month will mark 5 

years that Bishop Michael has been leading this 

prayer. Nothing prevents this Litany going forward: 

rain, sleet, snow; no matter, we are out there. Many 

have commented on my Verger’s bonnet: I acquired 

that to give coverage during the winter months! I 

wear a thermal undershirt, turtleneck and a heavy 

sweater under my cassock; the Bishop never 

acknowledges the weather and the Dean wears a 

wool cloak. 

Right now I am pretty much a liturgical Verger. 

Because the Cathedral was many years without a 

Verger, the jobs I am used to doing are covered by 

others. Dean Don and I say that we are a work in 

progress! As we go into my second year, we will be 

determining more responsibilities relating to 

liturgy. 

Dean Don loves liturgy and he happily researched 

an “Admission” rite when I was formally made 

Dean’s Verger in April. I was honoured to have 

present Bishop Michael, St James supporters Kyle 

Gascho and Stephanie Donaldson and 6 members 

of my family. My brother took communion for the 

first time in 50 years!! The Holy Spirit was truly at 

work. I was asked to publicly declare my 

willingness to undertake the duties of ministry and 

these included “furthering mission and ministry to 

those who worship in 

this place and those 

who visit here, and 

strengthening our 

common life by taking 

[my] part in the 

ordering of our public 

life and common 

prayer;” being “diligent 

in [my] care for this 

building; in the 

preparation and 

performance of the 

liturgy, in care for the sacred vessels, vestments 

and treasures of this Cathedral, that the worship 

offered in this place may always be at the centre of 

its life;” and a commitment to “promote peace and 

goodwill among colleagues, and with them exercise 

care and guidance to all those who, by their 

voluntary help, assist in the care and mission of 

this place.” after swearing an oath of 

confidentiality, I was presented with the symbols of 

office: the Cathedral virge (from Kyle!), a set of 

keys; and assisted to vest in my chimere and 

bonnet. I so appreciate that the Bishop and the 
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Dean made it possible for Kyle to have a role in this 

special service. 

Looking forward, I am excited to be helping the 

Dean prepare for the 2021 North American 

Conference of Cathedral Deans to be held at St 

George’s. 

I am enjoying my life in Kingston and at St. 

George’s, but I do miss St James. Thank you to all 

who keep in touch, and I do look forward to my 

weekly ebulletin! 

Peace be with you all (and see you September 22)

 

OUTREACH AND AI  by Rev’d Glenda Meakin 

It might seem as if outreach and AI have nothing in common.  That may be true if we understand AI to be the 

short form for artificial intelligence.  But the international human rights organization, Amnesty International 

also lays claim to the short form AI.  And, Amnesty offers all of us important opportunities for outreach.  One 

of the most powerful ways it seeks to right injustice and human rights abuses is through its program Write for 

Rights. 

The simple act of writing a letter on behalf of individuals or groups suffering injustice has proven to be a 

powerful tool to bring about change.  Your letter may be written to government leaders who abuse human 

rights.  You respectfully ask the government official to right the wrong.  Or, you may write to family members 

of someone falsely imprisoned, offering support.  You may choose to write directly to someone wrongfully in 

prison.  By itself, one letter may not seem enough to change the minds and hearts of distant rulers, but your 

letter joins hundreds of others written by individuals around the world.  Your letter is part of an overall effort 

by AI to bring media attention to justice and to publicly call human rights abusers to change their ways. 

The Canadian Amnesty International website is www.amnesty.ca.  You will find stories of many people who 

need our help plus sample letters to guide your message.  Twice a year, the AI Stratford Chapter holds group 

letter writng campaigns.  Watch for information about the next campaign on December 10, 2019 – 

International Human Rights Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.amnesty.ca/
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Interested In Joining A Spiritual Journey Group At St. James? 

                                                                                                  by James Noble 
 

The Journey Group program is founded on the 

premise that, whether or not they know it, all 

human beings are embarked on a spiritual journey 

and, consequently, have a sacred story to tell. To 

translate this premise into secular terms would be 

to say that life has afforded all of us moments of 

great joy, sorrow, challenge, and disappointment, 

events that have shaped us and made us the 

people we are today. The Journey Group experience 

affords participants the opportunity to talk about 

these transformative moments in our lives and to 

be able to do so without fear of being censored, 

judged, or challenged in any way. A Journey Group 

meeting is not a psycho-therapy session, and it is 

the job of the Group Facilitator to make sure that it 

never devolves into one. 

Instead, a Journey Group is a communal experience 

which affords its participants the opportunity both 

to tell their sacred stories and to engage in the 

spiritual practice of Holy Listening. Each session 

lasts for no more than two hours with a comfort 

break at the mid-point. In each half of the session, 

a speaker will be afforded 20 minutes to tell a part 

of his or her sacred story. The other members of 

the group honour this story by listening attentively 

and, after a brief period of silence, reflecting back 

to the speaker what they have heard him or her 

say. The purpose of this approach is to assure the 

speaker that she or he has been truly and deeply 

listened to. Needless to say, everything about the 

Journey Group experience is confidential. Although 

virtually anything can be said within the confines of 

the room where the Group meets, absolutely 

nothing said there can ever be reported to anyone 

outside of the Group or even discussed among 

members of the Group after the session has ended. 

To ensure that the space in which a sacred story is 

told and heard remains a safe and welcoming 

space, the listeners are restricted from offering any 

interpretation of what they have heard in the 

speaker’s story and from disagreeing with anything 

that the speaker has said. Thus the facilitator will 

entertain responses to the stories told such as “I 

heard you say how much pain you experienced in 

your relationship with your father” but not “Your 

father may have been a real jerk but let me tell how 

much worse my father was to me!” We have all 

been silenced by such diversionary responses when 

we have been in the midst of trying to tell someone 

a story. 

During a period of silent reflection after the 

speaker has finished telling his or her story, there 

will be an opportunity for the listeners in the Group 

to reflect upon what the speaker’s story has 

brought up for them emotionally, intellectually, or 

theologically. Again, however, because the focus is 

on the speaker’s story and the practice of holy 

listening, the listeners in the group are invited to 

identify, but not to elaborate on, any thoughts or 

feelings that may have come up for them as they 

were listening. Having articulated these responses, 

the listeners are left to take them away for personal 

reflection at another time. As a way of drawing the 

session to a close, the facilitator invites the group 

to enter into another brief period of silence, after 

which the speaker is afforded an opportunity to 

comment on what the process of telling his or her 

story has been like in the context of the Journey 

Group experience. 

Although the subject matter of the stories related 

in the Group is decided upon by to the tellers, they 

should be stories about times of personal/spiritual 

growth —perhaps an experience remembered from 

childhood that was particularly formative or 

particularly painful; an experience of success or 

disappointment at school, at work, as a parent or 

as a friend; an experience of feeling either loved or 

unloved by a parent, a child, a partner, or by God. 
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Sometimes the stories told in a Journey Group are 

joyful, and sometimes they are very sad. As might 

be expected, they are stories that speak to the 

realities of what it is to be in relationships with one 

another and with God. 

The St James Journey Group will meet one evening 

a month beginning during the third week of 

October and monthly thereafter until the late 

Spring. The two hour sessions will allow two 

speakers to tell their stories at each meeting. 

Because I have been trained to do so, I will act as 

facilitator for the first few meetings, after which 

other members of the group will be asked to take 

on the role of convenor if they feel comfortable 

doing so. For the sake of ensuring privacy and 

confidentiality, I am prepared to host the meetings 

in my home rather than in a public setting like the 

parish hall. 

Because they work best when the group is small, 

the Journey Group will be limited to no more than 5 

or 6 people. Participants will be asked to commit to 

the experience for a minimum of 4 months (4 

meetings), so that a level of comfort and trust can 

be established within the group. Membership is by 

no means restricted to the St James community, so 

please feel free to invite friends who are not 

parishioners if you think this is an experience they 

might enjoy and from which they might benefit. 

There are no costs entailed. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the 

St James Spiritual Journey Group, please contact me 

as soon as possible in person, by telephone (519-

271-2596), or by email (noble@unb.ca). Remember 

that the first meeting of the Group is scheduled for 

October. 

 

CAN YOU HELP?  by Louise McColl 
 

We are extremely blessed to live where we do - we are in a country that is safe, affluent, and democratic; we 

are in a city which is beautiful, liveable, and provides all we need; and we are part of a faith community that is 

supportive, nurturing, and stimulating. How can we not give thanks for all these blessings? But we need to 

look beyond our blessings, to those who are not receiving the good things that we are. 

 

Did you know that there are 70 million displaced persons on this globe? That 30 million of them are refugees, 

and over half of those are under the age of 18? Watching the news and reading the papers confronts us with 

the disparity between our affluent, secure lives, and the fragile existences of so many people world 

wide. Some of those people spend decades in refugee camps, and most refugees are hosted by countries that 

are struggling economically themselves. 

 

While we cannot solve all these issues, we do have an opportunity to make a dint in this global tragedy. We, as 

a parish, along with St. Stephen’s and Zion Lutheran, have committed to sponsor two refugee families this 

year. The first family is already funded by the government and Stratford Welcomes Refugees. The second 

family, Riad’s brother and his family, need to be funded by the sponsorship group - that means us. If you are 

feeling helpless in the face of the human suffering, this is your chance to actually do something. At this point, 

we are asking for pledges toward the $30,560.00 we need to have in the bank before we can apply for the 

family (ultimately we will need $38,200.00, but we only have to have 80% of that before we apply). While that 

sounds like a large amount, we do have $22,600.00 already pledged! Please consider, prayerfully and 

thankfully, what you might be able to contribute to reduce the number of people living the precarious 

existence of being refugees.    Pledges can be emailed to Tom Patterson <tompatterson220@gmail.com> or 

Kristin Fox <kristin52@hotmail.com>. 

mailto:tompatterson220@gmail.com
mailto:kristin52@hotmail.com
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PERCEPTIONS OF A NEW ST. JAMES CONGREGANT  by Paul Almas 

Transition – it’s a word with grammatic flexibility. Depending on context, it’s both a verb and a noun. Now in 

my 8th decade of life, moving hearth and heath should not be inordinately strange but my relocation from 

Hamilton to Stratford is more than a geographical and demographical shift. Not being averse to the idea of 

change as a constant, this particular event is, “Change on steroids”. My three-year forced moniker of, 

“Widower,” is also changing once again to the status of, “Married”. That’s the fundamental reason for this shift 

and the cause of relocation. 

My introduction to St. James has been as serendipitous as was my introduction to my soon-to-be partner in 

marriage, Nancy Adams. In rather profound ways, perhaps even mysterious, Nancy and I found common 

ground on the basis of our faith, albeit our early Christian formation took uniquely diverse forms. I’m the son 

of an evangelical circuit pastor with three charges in the 1930’s and ’40s in rural and undeveloped central 

Ontario. 

Those early roots have informed my life throughout my youth, then as a father of five children with wide 

involvement in church lay leadership and Christian parachurch organizations and approaching senior years, 

the discovery of both Presbyterian and Anglican worship liturgy. 

It has captured not only my imagination but provided a dimensional richness to my personal worship 

experience that simply wasn’t available in my formative traditions. How was I to know that the twists and turns 

of life would bring with it the opportunity to personally integrate this great spiritual discovery by becoming 

part of a welcoming fellowship of Anglican believers at St. James, let alone becoming the spouse of an ACC 

clergy! 

Now, only weeks away from marriage in the sanctuary at St. James, the warmth of greeting extended by fellow 

worshippers as we attend weekly has provided a sense of belonging that’s truly exceptional. Expanding my 

own faith journey in the company of open, loving fellow congregants at St. James suggests there may be 

venues for Christian service as a lay person not yet realized. 

BULLETIN FROM THE GARDEN GROUP  by Veronica Douglas 
 

As most people probably know by now, the Church will be undergoing serious renovations next year which will 

directly affect our gardens. The gardens will not look the same way in the years to come. Radical changes will 

have to be made to prevent ongoing changes in the future. As a consequence, plants will have to be removed, 

some kept, others sold or destroyed.  We may be asking for “foster parents” for some of these plants.  The 

gardens at the front of the Church and around the base of the Bell Tower will be affected first.  All of our South 

Garden will change eventually. 

 

The Garden Group will start the cleaning out process in September – October in readiness for scaffolding to be 

erected in March 2020.  Before this process starts, we are planning a Blessing of the Gardens to take place 

after the 10:30 a.m. service on September 22, 2019.  All who are able to join us on that date are welcome.  

The gardens will never be the same after this year.  

            

Let us give thanks for that which will be going and rejoice in that which is to come. 
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A VISIT TO OUR ST. JAMES GARDEN  by James Colbeck 

(Written on Saturday, July 6, 2019) 

 

I had a most pleasant visit to the church property 

today - this morning - as I waited for Lori to finish 

up arranging the flowers for tomorrow’s worship. I 

have never before taken the time to quietly and 

slowly make my way through the gardens - those 

generously and lovingly tended beds - and across 

the lawn to the Scattering Garden… under that 

marvellous canopy of trees, which I can’t say I have 

ever taken notice of until today. It was a very 

personal time which I’ll remember for a long time. 

But I wanted to share it in case a small ‘piece' about 

the unexpected richness to be found in those 

moments might appeal enough to others of the 

congregation to encourage them to explore the 

possibilities outside the walls of their beloved 

Church. That’s such a wonderful property, far more 

expansive than many may realize, and such a 

variety of trees so effectively placed and spaced… 

and I do wonder how many have taken the time to 

step outside, only to ‘race’ directly to the Scattering 

Garden for an internment, rather than 'take a left' 

and saunter through the gardens before ambling 

over to God’s Holy Acre, or just take a seat and sit 

quietly appreciating what lies in front of and 

around them. What other church here in Stratford 

or elsewhere has so much property to celebrate so 

privately? 

 

I ran home to get my camera to capture these 

accompanying photos… I had never looked at these 

views knowingly before because I was always 

thinking of other things when I have been there. 

How much we miss of Creation right before us and 

around us when we’re too preoccupied with the 

busyness of life. On this occasion I was simply 

waiting … waiting for Lori … and I had time on my 

hands, time of which I chose to take advantage 

slowly and peacefully. I am so glad I did. The sun 

came and went, came and went dappling the lawn 

in various patterns. I never felt I was alone. I’ll be 

doing more of that … there. 

 

 

GARDEN VESPERS 

                Evening Prayers at Sunset 
 

The thunder storm which presented itself on Sunday afternoon, 

August 18th  did not deter the parishioners of St. James who gathered  

at 8:00 p.m. to clear skies in the beautiful Memorial Garden.   Adding  

to the ambiance of the outdoor evening prayer service was the sound 

of St. James’ Bells played magnificently by Peter Ryde. 

 

As we gather ….. 
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A special feature of this year’s 

annual Strawberry Tea was colourful 

hats provided by President Karen.  

She had no trouble finding just the 

right hat to suit each guest and her 

‘ensemble’.  There was an added air 

of fun and joy as friends gathered to 

celebrate the Eucharist together and 

then enjoy strawberries and 

icecream with a lovely selection of 

home baked goodies.  
**** An event not to be missed **** 
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A.C.W. VARIETY SALE 2019    

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Another very successful Variety Sale this year 

has provided a donation of $500.00 to each 

of the following local charities: 

Rotary Hospice Stratford Perth 

Huron Church Camp 

Optimism Place 

Swim Passes for Children’s Aid Clients 

L’Arche 

 

As the ladies in the Men’s Department 

reported:  “The sale to me is about 

community.  The community of St. James, 

our friends, family and neighbours who 

come to help us.  It’s about all those who 

come to buy our goods knowing they are 

welcome and will not be judged no matter 

how deep their pockets”. 
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ANSWERING THE CALL by Stephanie Donaldson  
 

Your wardens have asked me to write a short 

article on who I am and why I feel called to the 

diaconate. While this takes me, like preaching, far 

outside my comfort zone, I will attempt to share 

with you who I consider myself to be and how I 

am called. 

 

I was born in Detroit, Michigan and am blessed to 

have enjoyed 81+ incredible spins around the 

sun. While I live on the Huron shore, just north of 

Grand Bend, I maintain a residence in Grosse 

Pointe Farms, Michigan. I was widowed in 2011 

when Alzheimer’s ended my husband’s long dark 

journey with that dreaded disease. I have 4 

wonderful sons, 7 amazing GRANDchildren and 

Murphy, my English Springer Spaniel who rescued 

me. 

 

Looking back over 8 decades I realize that I have 

always been a rabble rouser or more politely put 

a ‘community activist’. I was drawn to service, 

having been active in my son’s schools, in the 

communities we lived in and have sat on many 

committees and a number of boards, chairing a 

few. 

 

I would consider myself a devoted Anglican as I 

became involved in my local parish church in the 

late 80’s when I began spending more time here. 

I wore many hats: deputy warden, warden, 

server/crucifer, lector, intercessor and eucharistic 

assistant. I was authorized to take lay home 

communion to shut-ins and parishioners in 

hospitals or nursing homes. Without really 

thinking about it I began to get very involved in 

outreach, even pioneering a way to send children 

to Huron Church Camp, a passion of mine. 

Outreach just seemed to come naturally to me.  

 

Around 2013/14 some priestly friends of mine 

began saying things to me like, “Are you 

listening?” or “You are doing diaconal ministry”.  I 

did my best to ignore them. This chorus was 

joined by the Holy Spirit, now she is a fierce 

contender, she is not used to losing.  Still I 

resisted, kicking and screaming. I was not going 

to make this easy.  

 

Christmas Day of 2014 my Rector asked me to 

join him and our curate at a nursing home service 

following our Christmas morning service. For the 

first time in my family life, I had no one with me 

on Christmas Day, they were all coming Boxing 

Day. Something began churning in my brain, I 

recognized that I had always wanted to do 

something like this but was aware that my family 

wanted me home following our morning service. 

With no one to rush home to, I accepted the offer 

and wound up doing a large part of the service. It 

was driving home that it hit me, there were no 

lightning bolts, just a little voice in my ear saying, 

“Now what are you going to do?”. That HS she 

wasn’t giving up. Over the holidays I thought 

about the diaconate, I discerned, I prayed, I 

prayed some more, wore my knees out in prayer 

and on the 2nd of January I let my Rector know 

that I was willing to have a conversation. Unlike 

most things, Church things began to move quite 

quickly. I was upheld at our Vestry the last 

Sunday in January, 2015. 

 

Subsequent meetings with Bishop Bob and then 

The Deacon’s Board led to my acceptance as a 

postulant in diaconal formation. A required part 

of a postulancy is a 3 month internship in 

another parish. That landed me on St. James’ 

doorstep on the 1st of April, 2017.  Not too long 

after I arrived Lorne+ asked me, on his behalf 

and that of Tom and the Wardens, if I would give 

St. James an additional 2 months. While this had 

never happened with an internship, permission 

was given. By now I was feeling very much at 

home at St. James, I was involved in Outreach and 
feeling affirmed, loved and supported by you, the 

congregation.  I realized that I had been ‘called’ 

to St. James and this is where our Lord wanted 

me to be. At Lorne’s+, Tom’s and the Wardens 
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request, I agreed to remain at St. James, humbled 

by the ask.  Lorne+ and Tom asked me 

introduced my school/camp ministry, you not 

only accepted it you supported it with Outreach 

lunches and sweat equity, you expanded it, 

embracing it as you thought of more things that 

we could do for the campers. Now to remain with 

you, I had to resign my postulancy. A Deacon is 

raised up by their congregation and ‘belongs’ to 

that congregation as diaconal ministry is for the 

most part rooted in the community they serve. 

This pretty sums up who I am.   

 

As to why I feel called to the diaconate, that is 

not as easy to articulate. No two people who feel 

“called” experience the same feelings. It is an 

extremely personal thing, no two journeys are the 

same. I have gone on about how I have always 

felt drawn to service, but I realized that I needed 

more and that the Holy Spirit was encouraging 

me to expand on my service. A lay person can do 

what a Deacon does, with the exception of the 

diaconal roles in the liturgy; but, something was 

missing. There was a void, a hunger to offer a 

higher level of service to my Church and our 

Lord, a gnawing hunger that would not abate. It 

is like an itch that you cannot scratch, It is with 

you night and day, it whispers in your ear when 

you are going to sleep and in your quiet times. It 

does not leave you alone. I mentioned earlier that 

I had come into this kicking and screaming, no 

amount of ‘tantrums’ deterred the HS, she just 

kept calling me to a different level of service. 

That is what has brought me to the present.  

 

I have been blessed by my St. James’ family and 

offer my thanks in prayer daily. I hope that I have 

shed some light on who I am and why I feel 

called. Sunday mornings you can find me in the 

narthex prior to the 10:30 service, I would love to 

further this conversation with you. 

 

“ … For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I 

was a stranger and you welcomed me ….”. 

 

In peace and love,  

Stephanie  

 

 

 

SOME QUESTIONS FOR YOU … by Louise McColl 

Do you enjoy a good laugh? Is it important to you to connect with fellow parishioners at a 

deeper level? Do you have difficulty figuring out how the four Scripture readings on Sunday 

fit together? Are you a reader on Sundays but sometimes can’t make sense of what you are 

reading?  Sounds like you would be a perfect fit for the Treasure Hunt Bible Study.  People 

who are in the church on Friday mornings between 9:30 and 10:30 often wonder what is 

going on in the Club Room? They hear a lot to chuckles and guffaws, hardly what you 

expect from a group purporting to study the Bible. However, we are  studying the scriptures 

and that certainly doesn’t rule out laughter and joy. It is a time of inspiration, of wrestling 

with what is in the passages for Sunday, and of sharing our questions and struggles.  It’s 

also a group that welcomes newcomers, and would welcome you if you choose to come - 

once in a while or regularly. Join us for the treasure hunt! 
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ARE YOU LEAVING MONEY ON THE TABLE?  by Peter Mussen, Chair,                                                                                

Bursary Fund & Committee                                                                                                                                                                                                  

In our St. James family we have many ministries. 

Some stand out and grab your attention - our Food 

Ministries and the Choir come to mind. There are 

vibrant ones that help gather us together and give 

us important things to do - think ACW. Others are 

subtle and quiet, like our Garden Group, the 

Meditation Group and the Chancel Guild. Some 

come back from the dead once or twice a year - I'm 

thinking of God's Holy Acre or as I affectionately 

refer to them, "Zombies Are Us". And then...there's 

the Bursary Fund and Committee. Now there's a 

"high rollin' bunch" if I've ever seen one. Just 

imagine what Cran, Sheila, Bob, Robert, Peter and 

Lorne can get into when they are left unsupervised. 

It gives Jeff Boyce nightmares! Recently, our 

members met in 'selection committee' to consider 

four applications from our young adult members of 

the parish. What struck us immediately was how 

successful our candidates are, how involved in 

community, sports and school activities they have 

been. Many of them have actively engaged in 

different tasks at St. James as readers, servers, 

committee members and able assistants in major 

church fund raising activities. In fact, one of them 

plans to be Prime Minister and he's not joking! 

Start making your posters. His name rhymes with 

Heaven. The 2019 selection committee, which 

consisted of Rev. Lorne, Peter, Cran, Sheila and Bob 

had no trouble approving the four applicants and 

we most heartily congratulate the following 

members of St. James: Evan Fortin, Kyle Gascho, 

Megan Parson and Rebekkah Phibbs. Each will 

receive a chegue from the Bursary Fund in the 

amount of $1,500.00. We decided to increase the 

amount this year because of the cuts made to OSAP 

funds available to post-secondary students by the 

Ontario Government. We recognized, too, that the 

cost of living has risen and this should be 

accounted for in a small way within the Bursary 

Award. The old Scholarship Fund, so ably 

shepherded by Chair, Cran Bokus, evolved into The 

Bursary Fund and Committee in 2018, and as this 

occurred, we increased the size of the committee 

and more importantly, its scope. We tossed Cran to 

the wolves in a 2 bloodless coup and appointed the 

usurper, Peter Mussen, as chair. (Don't worry, we 

kept Cran on the committee and he is our resident 

bard and sage...and geez oh Pete, he sure can wolf 

down the treats at our meetings, too.) I digress. 

Yes, the scope of your bursary fund has broadened 

when considering applications for Bursary Fund 

awards. Your son, daughter or legal ward will 

receive generous consideration for almost any 

post-secondary program that leads to employment 

or further studies. It is NOT limited to university 

and community college streams alone. 

Apprenticeship, specialized schools for the trades, 

for example, hair dressing, brick layers, masons, 

railway running trades, welders, computer techs, 

imaging techs, auto body repair techs - to name 

just a few, are all recognized programs in Ontario 

and therefore eligible for consideration. The arts 

are not ignored either, and admission to music 

programs, fine arts studies, ballet and theatre 

schools would receive our immediate attention. 

Wait! There's more! Are you a person of, let us say, 

a more vintage age? Well, Bob Lott and Robert 

Parkinson say, "Come on over!". The Committee is 

leading the social inclusivity charge and they want 

you to know that you can apply for a Bursary Fund 

Award even if you're as old as they are. Going back 

to school? Changing your profession? Upgrading? 

Becoming a deacon? Annoying your children by 

going back to school with them? Sheila Feore and 
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Cran Bokus think that's great. Do it and REMEMBER 

TO APPLY for a Bursary Fund Award by the end of 

the first week of August in the calendar year. Lorne 

Mitchell says it's easy - just go into the office and 

ask for an application, or better yet, bug Peter 

Mussen on line for a PDF copy of the form. And 

yes, if you act at once (or by the end of the year) 

you may wish to consider our Alternative Bursary 

Fund Plan. At least one family in the parish has 

taken advantage of the program outlined below for 

not one, but two children and they have done so 

for two years now. How does the Alternative 

Bursary Fund Plan work we hear you say? This plan 

is set up to encourage parents and guardians of 

children or young teens to participate. As a parent 

or legal guardian of an individual child you will 

need to commit to planned giving to St. James 

Anglican Church of at least one thousand dollars 

per year ($1,000.00). With that commitment, the 

Treasurer of the Church will arrange to deposit 

directly into your child's Registered Education 

Savings Plan the sum of $500.00. This money 

comes directly from the Bursary Fund. If you 

choose to participate in this plan for five years, for 

example, your child or ward will add $2,500.00 to 

their R.E.S.P. and the accumulated interest of 

course. [5 years X $500.00 = $2,500.00 + 

accumulated interest] If you have two children in 

the alternative program, then you would commit to 

planned givings of two thousand dollars 

($2,000.00) per 3 year and each child would 

receive a deposit of $500.00 in the Registered 

Education Savings Plan. How does this affect my 

income tax refund? Because you are giving money 

directly to St. James Anglican Church you receive 

income tax relief for the full $1,000 as anyone else 

would. You are giving money to the church (pot A) 

but the R.E.S.P. contribution is coming from The St. 

James Bursary Fund (pot B) which is an independent 

fund managed by a legal entity, The Bursary Fund 

Committee. The Bursary Fund has its own funding, 

is fully funded and may make contributions to any 

applicants it assesses and approves. Currently, the 

Fund stands well in excess of $90,000.00 - the 

monies are invested with the Diocese and earn 

(ususally above) market interest. In past years the 

Committee has received cards and letters of thanks 

from our recipients. They are most appreciated. 

Last year Erin Edwards wrote us to describe how 

helpful her award was for meeting her expenses at 

Conestoga College in her specialized Graphic 

Design course. She wrote, "Thank you so much for 

your generous scholarship gift. I have put this 

entire gift towards my art kit and school supplies at 

Conestoga". As you can imagine, her supplies 

commanded a pretty penny and her award went a 

long way to alleviating the pain. You may have 

noticed that some of our recipients are receiving a 

second year's consideration. "Oh, my," you roar! 

YES, it's true. In certain circumstances, students 

may need a further year's consideration and we 

have done this as a Committee several times in the 

past. Each return application is given careful but 

sympathetic scrutiny. There you have it, everything 

you ever wanted to know about the Bursary Fund 

but were afraid to ask. The bottom line is simple, 

DON'T LEAVE MONEY ON THE TABLE! Get next 

year's applications into the church office no later 

than August 6th, 2020. 
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THIS CHILD OF OURS, THIS MIRACLE                                                

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Rick and Lynne Falshaw have become ecstatic  first-time grandparents.  Our warmest welcome is extended to 

Casey and our congratulations to the entire family. 

This child of ours, this miracle – 

You have a dream and plan for it. You wash it clean. 

You cradle it. You bless it and You call it Yours: 

this child of ours, this child of Yours. 

 

This child of Yours, this miracle – 

reborn of Water and the Word. 

The Book of Life records its name. You smile and angels celebrate: 

this child of Yours, this child of ours. 

 

This child of ours, this miracle – 

whom Christ would die for, we may love and train and raise, 

and teach and praise, and watch the Spirit mold a life:  

this child or ours, this child of Yours.       (Book of Common Praise, Hymn 38) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Zoe Annelise Slater, daughter of 

Graham and Ranita, Granddaughter of 

Jane, Arulini and Radha was                       

baptized on Sunday, June 2, 2019. 

 

Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 
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